
Clocktower Preschool newsletter. 

September 2020. 

 

A message from Karen … 

A massive welcome to everyone, whether you are new to us or returning after the summer. 

We are all glad to see you and look forward to what the next year brings and the memories 

we can make. 

We will spend the next few weeks getting to know each other and settle in to the routine of 

preschool, especially as we have to work around the dreaded C word (Covid-19) but please 

be assured that the staff and I are following all guidelines to keep everyone safe. It’s a real 

shame that we can’t have you in the building just yet, fingers crossed it won’t be too long! 

 

What’s new at Clocktower … 

 A name change for the rooms, we decided to name our rooms after flowers linked to the 

armed forces. We know have Poppy Room (poppies represent remembrance and respect), 

Daffodil Room (daffodils represent strength and resilience), Daisy Room (daisies represent 

childhood and hope) and Tulips the school club (Tulips represent friendship and gratitude) 

We are using the meaning as a traits that we aim to inspire in our children. 

 

 At Clocktower, we are big believers in the importance of children being around animals. 

Children having pets actually reduces allergies, teaches responsibility, offers comfort and 

friendship as well as respect for living things. We currently have fish, stick insects, a gerbil and 

guinea pigs. We are soon to be donated three budgies who join our family in a few weeks. 

This means each room has a pet, although we do swap them around from time to time, so 

all the children get to experience each animal. 

 

 This year the children are creating their own personalised Christmas cards which will be 

printed in to a high quality Christmas card for you to send. Not only is this a great gift and 

keepsake, it also raises funds for the preschool. 



 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events at Clocktower … 

 Friday 19th September - Talk like a pirate day – Children (and staff) are asked to dress up as 

pirate and join us for a day of adventures, treasure hunts, walking the plank etc. (Please note, only 

children who attend a Friday can join this event, but please celebrate at home)  

 Week commencing 28th September – Healthy Eating Week – A week long topic throughout 

the preschool to learn about what food keeps our body healthy, portion control, why we need 

sleep and exercises and more. 

 

Donations please … 

We are always grateful for any donations at Clocktower, currently, due to 

Covid any donations we receive will be ‘quarantined’ in the isolation room 

for 72 hours as a precaution. 

Any animal food, wood shavings and hay are always welcome, as are 

vegetables that the children would like to feed them 😊  

We would really appreciate any toys or equipment that can be used in the 

school club (aged 5-8 years). 

 



 

Staff updates … 

Mel is now on maternity leave after the arrival of her baby boy. This means that Emme has now 

stepped up as deputy and Melony as room leader of Poppies. 

We welcome two new ladies to the team, Demi in Daffodils and Sabrina in Poppies. They 

already feel like part of our Clocktower family. 

This leaves staff as: 

Poppy room – Melony, Paige and Sabrina. 

Daffodil room – Claire, Katey and Demi, 

Daisy room – Emme, Sunet and Donna. 

Tulip school club is covered by a rota system of Karen, Emme, Claire, Paige, Donna and Demi, 

with Claire and Demi taking charge of the walking school bus to Marlborough. 

Qualification wise – Karen, Emme, Sunet, Claire, Katey and Sabrina all hold childcare 

qualifications. Melony, Paige and Donna are currently studying theirs and we will look to sign 

Demi up shortly. 

Karen is undertaking a SENCO level 3 qualification over the next few months. 

Reminders for Clocktower …  

 Please remember to name all clothes, shoes, items brought into preschool. 

 

 Please like our Facebook page. ‘Clocktower Preschool’ for the preschool and ‘Clocktower 

Club’ for the breakfast and school club. 

 

 Please can you email in family pictures so we can make family books for all the children. 

 

 The breakfast and after school club is also available for the preschool children if you need an 

early start or a late finish, these can be booked as and when needed. 

 

 We currently have spaces for 2-year olds if you’re looking for a place for your little one, if 

only for a couple of sessions a week. Please spread the word! 

 

 

 Please do not park on the side of the road outside Clocktower. This is illegal. Please use the 

three spaces at the end (do not block anyone in) or the car parking at Napier Gardens. You can 

park here for free if you have a permit, please ask for a staff member who can give you one. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know…  

The ‘w’ seating position. 

Some children sit in the ‘w’ position. This is when a child has their knees out in front of them, but 

their ankles and feet are to either side of their hips, creating a W shape. This gives child a wide 

support base without using their core muscles. 

Sitting in this position occasionally isn’t too much off a problem, but a child that consistently sits in 

the w position could face possible problems in the further including poor muscle tone, like 

frequent falling, a delay in gross and/or fine motor skills, coordination and overall poor posture. 

Hip pain or dysplasia. Walking with their feet turned in, 

At Clocktower, if we see a child sitting the w position, we gently encourage them to switch 

positions and put their legs out in front. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to a staff member. I have attached a poster 

with more information, 

 

 

 



 

In Daffodil’s … We are learning all about autumn and looking at the autumnal 

colours. We will print with leaves and conkers. 

We are also welcome three budgies to our room, the children are helping to name them. 

 

In Daisy’s … We are looking at wildlife and animals, we will make bird feeders to hang 

in The Burrow and exploring the wildlife in the local area. We will be observing the 

changes on the weather and day as we move in to autumn. 

We have also built a campfire in the room and will be toasting marshmallows!  

In Poppy’s … We start the term with our book of the fortnight ‘Aliens love underpants’ 

which will be incorporating within the room by cooking, building rockets and exploring 

space. 

We will also be explore the season of autumn by using The Burrow, printing with leaves, 

and finding out about British wildlife. We will be bringing the outdoors in! 

 

 

At Clocktower, we always have an open door for our families.  

If there is anything you need from us, if you ever need to talk, of if you have any 

feedback or suggestions, we are here to listen.  


